Commonly thought of as a disease of poverty and overcrowding in resource poor settings 27 globally, scabies is also an important public health issue in residential care facilities for the 28 elderly (RCFE) in high income countries such as the United Kingdom [1][2][3][4]. We compared 29 and contrasted current local Health Protection Team (HPT) guidelines for the management of 30 scabies outbreaks in RCFE throughout England. We performed content analysis on twenty 31 guidelines, and used this to create a quantitative report of their variation in key dimensions.
al. that warned of a risk of death with the use of ivermectin in this population [21] . One (5%) 162 guideline made a practical recommendation that permethrin 5% be treated as the first line 163 choice in RCFE given its shorter treatment time (8-12 hours) . Of the six (30%) guidelines 164 that justified their treatment recommendations in the text, common sources were the National 165 Institute of Health and Clinical Excellence: Clinical Knowledge Summaries (NICE: CKS) 166 and the British National Formulary (BNF) [16, 22] . In the initial response to a suspected case of scabies in a RCFE, key issues and actions 171 included the early identification of cases, ascertaining diagnostic accuracy, and reporting the 172 outbreak to the correct bodies to trigger comprehensive outbreak control. Eleven (55%) 173 guidelines recommended a risk assessment process or the formation of an outbreak 174 management team. In order to accurately record the outbreak, 11 (55%) guidelines produced 175 resources such as log sheets for every affected individual, including body maps to chart the 176 progress of the rash, lists of their possible contacts, and details of their management and 177 follow up. 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25  26  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48  49  50  51  52  53  54  55  56  57  58  59 which at-risk contact groups were mentioned, with suggestions ranging from sexual partners 196 to visiting hairdressers. There were also differences in whether one or two treatments were 197 recommended, and among those that recommended two treatments, when the initial treatment 198 for asymptomatic contacts should take place. In an attempt to provide clarity, 13 (65%) 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25  26  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48  49  50  51  52  53  54  55  56  57  58  59 Difficulties in coordinating the timing of the simultaneous treatments were also highlighted 271 throughout the texts. Recommendations ranged from simply stating that it was easier to leave 272 the lotion on overnight, and that high levels of staffing would be required, to more detailed 273 plans. One detailed example of a treatment plan included: 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25  26  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48  49  50  51  52  53  54  55  56  57  58  59 3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25  26  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48  49  50  51  52  53  54  55  56  57  58  59  60   F  o  r  R  e  v  i  e  w  O  n  l  y  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25  26  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48  49  50  51  52  53  54  55  56  57  58  59 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25  26  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48  49  50  51  52  53  54  55  56  57  58  59 -Cases need to be treated twice; asymptomatic contacts require one treatment (Day 1). 6 (30%)
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